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RSNBI DI PROVINSE LAMPUNG

Ujang Suparman
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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengkaji komponcn-komponen penting tenlang RSNBI yang
mencerminkan pelaksanaan program pemerintah. Penelitian ini difolaskan pada
kajian desain kurikulum dan silabus Bahasa Inggris di tingkat SMP di Provins
Lampung. Penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa
kurikulum vang diterapkan di RSNBI Lampung masih perln dikewbangkan.
Secara umum, kurikulum terscbhut masih sulit untuk diterapkan karena faktor
sumber dava manusianya belum siap, Mayonlas guen {75%) masih sangat lemah
dalam penguasaan Bahasa Inggris yang merupakan bahasa pengantarnys. Hanya
saly dari empat orang guru vang memiliki nilai TOEIC yang tinggi
Iirekomendasikan hahwa pemerintah hendaknya mengembangkean kualitas SDM-
nya, tenitarma dalam pengoasaan Bahasa Inggris para guru,

Kata kuncé: penpembangan kwrikulum, fonsep RSNBI fungsi bahusa dun

pemerolehan bahasa kedua

INTRODUCTION

Indonesian  government has tded to
develop the quality of education in every
level including in elementary, junior high,
and semior high schools. One of the
government efforts iz the implementation of
Mationally-Leading-to-lnterpationally - Stan-
dard School or as it i3 known in lndonesian
fintiverr Sekolah Nosiowal Bertarap Inter-
nusional (RSNES, As 1t should be, to a great
extend the RSNBI English curriculum and
avllabus have different aspects from that in
the ¢onventional or regular schools. Howe-
ver, Hlile research on the diflferences of such
aspeets that has ever been published espe-
cially in Lampune Provinee. Thercfore, this
study wies W exploe one of the key
components of the RSNBI which might rep-
resent the implementation of the govem ment
program. This research is focused on the
English curticalum and its syllabus desipn at
the junior high school lovel 1n Lampung.

o4

Eesearch Questions

The major research questions are: a. how
is hknpglish  cumiculum  designed for an
RSNBIZ; b, how i3 English syllabus designed
for an RSNBI?; c. what are the principles of
English curticulum and syllabus at  an
RSNBI?; d. who is responsible lo design
English curriculum  and  syllabus at an
RSNEBI?; f. how are the RSNBI Enghish cur-
riculum and syllabus implemented?; g what
15 the bigeest handicap in implementing the
English curriculum and syllabus in the
RSNEBI Lampung Provinee?; and h, what 15
Lhe sefuton o the problem?.

Ohbjectives of the Reaearch

Based on the research guestions above,
the ebjeclives of the study are to investizate:
a. how English cumriculum is designed for an
R5NBI; b, how Unglish syllabus is desigmed
for an RSNEI; ¢. the principles of imple-
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menting the Fnglish curriculum and syllabus
at an RSNBI; d. who iz responsible lor
designing English curriculum and syllabus at
an RSNBIL: f how the RSNBI English
curriculum and svllabus are implemented; g.
the biggest bambicap in implementing the
English curriculum  and syllabus in the
RSNBI Lampung Provines; and h. the solu-
ton y the problem fuued.

Concept of Curriculum Development

In SMP-SBI andior RSNEI the deve-
lopment of the cumculum should be based
not only on the Competence Standards but
also on Hasie Competences. These two types
of competences should be made the bases
and direciions 1o develop primary materials,
learning activities and indicators for compe-
tetice achievement and evaluation. Besides,
in planning tcaching and leaming activities
and evaluation, the SMP-SBI and/or RENBI
English teachers should take into account
haoth the process and evaluation standards.

The Principles of RSNEI Eaglish Corricalum

Based on the guideline of teaching and
fearning English at the SMP-RSBI andfor
BSNBI (Depdiknas, 2007), there are zeven
principles of learning English that all partici-
pants should keep in mind in order that the
program can be successful as it is expecied.
Each principie has its own applicalion and
implication. The seven principles are as
follows.

Principle 1: The Teaching and Learning
should be Inteprated

The teaching and learning English
should involve more than one language skill
{lislemng, speaking, reading, and writing),
Fer example, in develeping listening com-
petences, the leacher may integrate listenring
activities with speaking and writing acti-
vities. likewise, when developing reading
competence, the English teacher may integ-
rate it with speaking and writing activities,
Logically, if these activitics are camried out,

the function of speaking or writing activities
represent indicaters of the learners’ mastery
al listeming or reading competence.

esides Integrated speaking and writing
activitics a$ mentioned above, the learners
may also be required {o carry out speaking
and writing activities autonomously using
their vwn information and ideas. lor cxam-
ple, they may talk or write ahout themselves
(such as their educational background, family
background, sucial background, expericnces.
&0 what they talk about or write about is not
basad on what they listen [fom their teacher
or from the cassettes hut originate from
themselves.

When the tesearcher interviewed the
English teacher. lie reported hat every time
he taught the students. he always tricd to
inlegrate all language skills and always assig-
ned them to do simple aulonomous activities.
He found that the students did such activilies
enthusiastically, And when the researcher
rechecked it by observing what was going in
the classroom, it was found that every class
wias very active and enthusiastic in taking
part in English activities.

Principle 2: The Teaching and Learning
Should be Reciproeal

The principle means that the process of
leamning should involve all reluted parties by
means of stratcgies that enable a reciprocal
leaming process continueusly so the school
cant be a learning organization. The develop-
menl of teachers” prolessionalism can be
carricd oul by means of classroom action
research (CAR).

The unique potential that cach learner
has should be made wse of effectively to
overcome the problems encountered in the
classroom to enhance the fearning effect-
tiveness. Depdiknas  (2007) provide - an
Hlustration: A student with good pronun-
ciation may be ssked to glve example or
become a tutur Gor his or her friends, and the
students who are good at wriling may be
required to become tutors for those who need
if. And those who are good at drawing may
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be askad to make tllustrations for the stories
composed by their fricnds.

By such activities, the R8BI students are
facilitated t0 know strong points and weak
points of themselves and to know other
people’s strong points which may be used 1o
help decrease their weaknesses by means of
reflective  discussion based on evaluation
data.

The RSBI students are trained to listen
to other students who arc answering ques-
tions or addressing their ideas and to respond
to their answers or ideas, In his own tum, the
. RENDBI teacher is expected to be kindly ready
to accept any criticisms from the students in
relation to his way of tcaching, treating his
students, his English, his social aultude and
physical performance.

Unforunately, based on the rasults of
the interviews with the senior Enplish
teacher, head master and vice headmaster, it
wag known that out of eight appointed
teachers of the RSNBI program at the school,
only oue teacher who has high qualification
of English based on his TOEIC scores, i.e.,
=600. However, although they are weak in
English {majorily of them are senior teachcrs
who were graduated from PGSLPY, they are
reluclant to improve their Dnglish They
cannot be furced to improve their English to
meet the need of RSNBL  program.
Consequently, many students complain about
their teachers’ way of teaching becausc they
still teach in Bahasa Indonesia whereas the
niid  semester and  finul  semester
examinaiions, which are from Jakarta, are in
English. This is the biggest problem faced by
the school where this study is earried out,
Other standards of an RSBI have been met
such as facilities, compulers, and internet.

Principle 3: The Teaching and Learning
Skounld be Effective, No Threatening

It means that lcarning process should be
organized inleractively, inspiringly, pleasing-
ly; challengingly, wmotivatingly for the
stadenls Lo take part in the programs, and
should give rooms for improving students’
initiatives, creativilies, and autonomy based

on their own lalents, motivation, and physical
as ell as psychological developments.

Teaching materials are linked to the
learners” environment, motivation, hobbies,
and value system {(applying CTL approach)
by considerng the level of their development
and abilitics. Besides, various interesting
teaching media are used accurately, from the
very simple ones through the mosi advanced
and highest technology. Furthermere, (he
students are also encouraged to propose
topics or activitigs relevant to the teaching
malcrials, More importantly, the studens are
involved in interesting and pleasing commu-
nicatrve activities {information gap activity-
€5) so that thev have opportunities to use
English to communicate in a conducive
situation.

Principle 4: The 'l‘eacﬁing and Learning
Should Develop Autonomous Learners

The ileaching and leaming process
should encourage students’ aulonomy which
15 reflected in their cxpertise in making the
learming plan, using appropriate learning
strategies, and achieving the leaming targets
that have bheen predetermined by them,
especially the cxperlise in using English,

To achieve this principle, the teacher
may help the learners to know their learning
styles and personalities; they are encouraged
to detenmine the target of level of expertise
thal 15 expected to be achieved; and are
motivated to plan and implement lcarning
aclrvities autonomausly on their own Tespon-
sibilitics.

The implication of the principle is that
the teacher should prepare an instrument to
identily the studenls’ learning style and
personalities; a form of leaming contraet,
which should filled out by the learners
containing the target of learning to be
achieved and how to achicve it; approved by
the tescher to be compared with the results of
evaluation at the end of the semester. The
teacher may also be required to prepare
individual students’ warksheet containing
task description (scope, procedurs, and
evaluation criterja)}.
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Principle 5: The Teaching and Leirning
Should [nvolve Coltural Transformation

This principle suggests that learning
process should pmplant high cultural values
of the nation and at the same bme it should
remain encouraging the students 1o absorb
forcipn vatues supporting the development of
their petentials comprehensively,

In applying this principle, the teacher
guide the students to identify basic values of
life conveyed in the texts learned. Desides,
the teacher may guide the students Lo identify
cultural valees containad in the English texts
and judee whether the values are universal or
specific to a certain nation and may ask them
to determine whether the values can support
the development of their personality poten-
tials as Indonesian students. In addition, the
sludents sre involved in muking classroom
regulations so the behavior of the members
of the class agrees with Indonesian personali-
tigs expected.  The implication of this
principle is that reading materials (general or
literary works) and audio and/or audio visual
aids such as playvs and films containing
cultural  values  should  be  provided. In
addition, various activities which enable the
students 10 expericnee  cortain sclecled
foreign valees are held.
Irinciple 6 Educators Should Give
Maodels for the Learners

During  the teaching and learning
process, t=achers and educative statf should
pive niodels of behaving, and interacting
with other people ethically, esthetzcally, and
intelleetmally, so that the students are
expecied to imilate what they sec in their
school environment,

This principle can be applied by the
{eacher showing his or her rcspect, fafr,
honesty, accepting criticisms, lo the students;
keeping their saying and behavior in order
net to hurt their feelings; like reading and
browsing {fom the inlemel, puiling on neat
and appropriate clothing, showing love the
focal language and cultwe, differentialing

personal matters from the business matters;
and very critical on any coming informatiot:

Principle 7: Learning Process Should
Encourage the Development of Students®
Creativity

The principle supgests that learning
process should be based on the wvalid
currculim but at the same time should give
opportunity for the teacher to usc their
creafivily o achieve better quality.

Depdinas (2007) provides an illustration
of the application of the principle as follows:
Moving class program should be camed out
if the situation and condition at the school
make it possible. Besides, the teaching and
learning processes shounld be  optimally
sapported by the use ol information and
communication technology (IC1), lurther-
morg, the mmprovement ol the teaching and
learning should be based not only on the
results  of  intermal  cvaluations  {self
assessmient, peer-assessment, school review)
bul also on that of external evaluations
{accreditation  and  examination), More
importantly, both tcachers and swdents ate
cncourared o create works which digs up
their creativity, such as composing plays,
pocms, short stories, quizzes, and articles
containing innovative ideas.

RSN English Curriculum

Unlike the previous English cuwmiculum
for SMP which covered only three language
skills, {i.c. speaking, reading and writing
minus listening comprehension),  Lnoglish
curriculum  for SMP-RSENBI covers four
lamguage skills that the students have tfo
acquire: Listening, speaking, reading amd
writing. Based on the Depdiknas (2007, the
graduates of SMP-SBI andior RENDE] have to
acquire the four laneuage skills as follows.

Listening

Underslandimg ideas in a  simple
iransacttional and  iwterpersenal  spoken
discourse,  which is  interactive  and
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noninteractive in nature, in formal dan
informal sitnations, in the form of recows,
narraiive, procedure, descriptive, report,
exposition, explanation, news llems, poems,
songs, and specific functionmal  fexiy
fadvertisements,  notices, onnouhcemenis,
efc.) in duily hle contexts and which are
related to mathematics, science, and techno-
logy.

Spegking

Expressing ideas in a simple fransact-
~tional and interpersonal spoken discourse,
which is interactive and non-interactive in
nature, in formal and informal situations, in
the forms of recount, narrative, procedure,
deseripiive, report, exposifion, explanation,
rews Items, poems, songs, and specific
functional  texts  (advertisemems, nofices.
annowRCements, efe.) m daily lite contexts
and which are rclated to Mathemaiics,
science, and technology.

Reading

Understanding ideas in a simple lrunsac-
tional and inmterpersonal wrilten discourse,
which i3 interactive and non-interactive in
natare,, in formal and informal situations, in
the forins of recount, rarrarive, procedure,
descriptive, report, exposition, explanation,
news items, poems, songs, and specific
Sfunctivmal  fexés  (advertisemernts, Rotices,
aninguncements, efc.) 1n daily life contexts
and which are related to Mathematics,
science, and technelogy.

Writinge

Expressing ideas in a simple transacl-
tional and interpersonal wrilten discourse,
which [s imteractive and non-interactive in
nalure, in formal and informal situations, in
the forms of recount, narrative, procedure,
descriptive, repart, exposition, explandiion,
news ifems, poews, songs, and specifie
Junctional  texts  fadvertisements, wotices,
annourcements, efc.) in daily life contexts

and which are relaled 1o Mathematics,

scicnece, and technology.

. Basically, the Structure of SMP-SBI or
RSNBI English curmiculum consists of
MNational Standard of Education (Indonesian:
SNP)Y + X1, X2, X3, X4, and X5 (Depdiknas
2007: 1} where:

a. X': Cnglizh which is used for a medium
of Insmuction to teach English, Mathe-
matics, Scienec and technoléey and 1o
communicate outside the classroom.

b. X% English subject which covers topics
sludicd 1 Mathemalics, scienee and
lechnology classes.

¢. % linplish teaching and learming are
implemented by making use of infor-
mation and communication technelogy
{ICTY.

d. X' English teaching and learning are ac-
complished with cross cultural unde-
rstanding,

¢. X English teaching and learning sup-
port the development of wvarious stu-
dents’ skills.

The Enghlish curriculum which is basad
on the graduates’ standard of competence is
developed by the team of the RSNBI
teachers. In short, the English curriculum of
the RSNBI in Lampung Province consisls of
lop down and hottom up coneepts, The top
down concepts comptise the graduates” stan-
dard of competence (Indonesian: SKL) which
has been prepared by the Central Go-
vernment {i.c. the Department of National
Education) and the development of SKL by
the team of teachcrs in the school. There are
eight teachers who arc responsible for the
development of (he curmiculum in the school
chaircd direcily by the headmaster. The team
organizes meetings regularly to develop and
implement the curriculum.

RSNBI English 5yllabus

As mentioned in Point B abowve, tha
development of the curriculum, which is put
inta syllabus, should be based not only on the
Compelence Standards but also on Basie
Competences. These two types of competen-
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ces showld be made the bases and directions
to develop primary materials, leaming acti-
vities and indicators for competence achieve-
ment and evaluation.

In this section, the development and
implementation of the RENBI syllabus can
be seen from the fellowing tables: Table |
shows the number of effective and ineffec-
live weeks in semester 1, 20100 Based on
Table 1, the cffective weeks during Semester
1, 2010 arc 15, thal 15, 26 - 11, The 1able also

shows the activities during the ineffective

weeks, Table 2 shows Standard Competen- -

ces, DBasic Competences, Text types and
Time allocatiom. As the Tahle 2 shows, Stan-
dard Competences cover all language skalls

Listening., speaking, reading and writing.
More imporiantly, the syliabus of SMP-SEI
and/or RSNBI includes the understanding of
not anly stated bul alsoe implicd or unstated
ideas and infommation, something which
never happens in the previous syllabus and
curricylum. [ believe this is ome of the strong
points of the RENEI curriculum and svllabus
— the inclusion of uwnderstanding of both
stated and unstated information, If the
curriculum and syllabus of the RSNEI are
implemecnted as they are, the participants,
i.e., the Indonesian in the fumre, will have a
mote  comiprehensive  understandimg v
comprehension. Suparman’s (2001 study
found that majority of Indonesian siudents at
the university level were weak in making
sense of the ideas especially the unstated or
implied oncs. This was dug 1o lack of
exposure on making sense of the unstated
ideas conveved in a text. This happened
because the students at that period were not
required to understand the implied ideas, And
what makes things worse is what Suparman’s
(2009 study found that majotity of Englizh

teachers at SMP and SMA levels (=75%)
were nol able to comprchend the implied
ideas i the 1exts. When the researcher asked
them why they found ditlicult to wnderstand
the unstated ideas in the texts, they replied
that they had never practiced trying to make
sense of such exercises. What thev got from
their study and whal they tauglt 1o thelr

students only trving fo answer guestions
about explicitly stated information. ]

The SMP-RSBI syllabus cspecially in
SMPN1 Bandar Lampung is developed by
the team of teachers based on the Compe-
tence Standards and Basic Compelences
(Indonesian: SK and KD} The tcam of the
teachers is creative enough to design the
syllabus in such a way that it can be easily
implemented by any teacher who is assigned
te do. T I very detail and comprebensive
covering seven components: Basie Compe-
tences, Teaching l.eaming  Materials,
Teaching and Learning Activities, Indicators,
Fvaluation which include three sub-compo-
nenis Technique, Types of Instrument, and
Lxample of [Instrument, Time Allocation and
Leammmg Sources.

Jlasic Competences are direetly adapted
from ihe Conient Standurd {Competcnce
Standard and basic Competences) prepared
by the Ceontral Govermment (Depdiknas)
Then the team of the teachers selects
teaching materals [rom wvarious sourees
{books, internet and journalsy, After that,
they desipn teachinge and learning ackivitics
COMPrisuyg  pre-activitizs, whilst activities
and post activities. Then, they idenmtify
indicators tor the achicvement of the target of
the teaching and learning activities, Lhis is
[ollowed by cvaluation rellecting  what
technigue of evaltuation they use, which type
of ¢valuation they employ, and cnded with
the cxample of evalualion instrument they
use. tn additiom, they provide time allocation
for cach activity and lewrming sources [tom
which materials or activities are adapted. The
following table, Table 3, show an example of
an RSNBI syllabus developed in such
procedure,

CONCLUSTONS AND EECOMBMENDATIONS
Conclusions

Based on the discussion above, the lolle-
wing conclusions can be drawn:
1. The English curriculum at the SMP-5BI
and/or RSNB] in Lampung Province is
designed by the Central Govornment,
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that is, by the Department ol National
Education, The Directorate General of
Elementary and Secondary Lducation
management, The Dhrectorate of SMP
(udence. This is top down In nature,

2. By contrast, the English syllabus {or the
SMP-8BI and/or RSNBI in Lampung
Provinge iz designed based on the Com-
petence Standards and Basic Competen-
ces in accordance with the local
conditions, students’ envircument and
backeround.

3. There are seven pringiples of the im-
plementation of English curdeulum and
syllabus in SMP-SMI and/or RSBI:

a) Principle 1: The teaching and learning
should be inteprated.

b) Principle 2: The teaching and leaming
should be reciproeal.

¢) Principle 3: The leaching and leaming
‘should be effective, no threatening.

d) Principle 4: The teachinpg and learning
should develop awtonomous leamers.

e) Principle 5: The teaching and learning
should involve culiural transformation.

f) Principle & Lducators should give
models for the learners.

oy Priemple 7: Leating process should encourpe
the development of suderes’ creatmvity

4. 'The English curricnlum and svllabus at
the SMP-R51 are implemented based
on the principles as mentioned in point3
above,

5. The biggest handicap for the implemen-
tation of English curdculum and syllabus
in  Lampung Province iz human
resources where English teachers feel
that they have been senior and hard to
improve their English, Therelore, they
are refuctant (o learn and adjust their
pace to keep up with the new program.

6. The schution to the problcm is by coo-
perating with Lampung University invi-
ting some lecturers as technical assis-
tants (TA} to guide them in implanting
the program.

Revommendations

Based the conclusions  above, the
following recommendations are addressed:

1. The {eachers should be ready to improve

their expertise in order that they can

_ implement the new currigulum specially
desicned by the Central Government for
an RSMNBL

2. All teachers invalved in RSBI should be
highly creative in designing English
svilabus based on Competence Standards
and Basic Competences.

3. The teachers and educative staff at the
REBI should cogniively understand the
principles of the implementation of Eng-
lish curricubum and syllabus at the RSRI
and psychomeotorically carry out cach of
the principles so that the target can be
achigved successfully.

4, The teachers should improve their
English gualification by Leking parl in
English courses and by having group
discussion sa lhal their English fluency-
develops. Besides, they have to make
use of any oppormunity provided by the
school to develop their English quality
such as by having consultation with the
TA from Lampung University,
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